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Filed for intro on  05/20/2004

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1323
By  Hargett

A RESOLUTION to recognize Representative H.E. Bittle of
Knoxville on his meritorious service as a
member of the House of Representatives of the
Tennessee General Assembly

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor our

colleagues who in their years of service have performed with uncommon devotion and

enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Representative H.E. Bittle is one such estimable person who has served

with distinction for sixteen years representing the 14th House District in Knox County; as a

legislator, his service to and concern for his constituents has been unparalleled; and

WHEREAS, a businessman residing in Knoxville, H.E. Bittle was first elected to serve

the House in 1988 and has served with laudable distinction in the 96th through the 103rd

General Assemblies; and

WHEREAS, currently serving as the Assistant Republican Leader, H.E. Bittle was

elected by his peers to serve as Assistant Republican Floor Leader during the 96th General

Assembly, the Republican Floor Leader during the 97th General Assembly, and the Republican

Leader during the 98th and 99th General Assemblies; and

WHEREAS, wishing to bring about desperately needed change, he sponsored the

State's most comprehensive anti-crime package, the innovative Families First welfare reform,

and tougher DUI legislation during his terms as Republican Leader; and

WHEREAS, during his time as a legislator, H.E. Bittle has been recognized for the

dedication he has shown to the people of Tennessee; he has been awarded the Legislator of

the Year Award from the National Rifle Association, the Tennessee Conservation League, the

National Federation of Independent Businessmen, the Safari Club Award, and the Parent

Teacher Association of Tennessee; and
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WHEREAS, possessing a natural leadership, he served as Chairman of the

Conservation and Wildlife Subcommittee, the Sportsman Ad Hoc Committee, and the Knox

County Delegation during his tenure; and

WHEREAS, a veteran of the United States Navy and retiree of Delta Airlines, H.E. Bittle,

apart from his legislative career, has proven himself to be a successful businessman and, as a

lifelong resident of Hardin Valley, a community leader; and

WHEREAS, unselfishly risking his own safety, he dedicated his ability to sight track

missing or lost persons and criminals on a completely voluntary basis, eventually retiring with a

98% recovery rate; and

WHEREAS, an individual with deep concern for the environment, H.E. Bittle has founded

several organizations whose primary concerns are the protection of our natural environment and

of the rights and traditions of the State's sportsmen; these organizations include: River Rescue,

which has grown since 1990 from a local project in Knox County to a statewide effort to clean

the lakes and waterways of Tennessee; Water Project 90's, which has set the standard of

environmental consciousness by testing every mile of Tennessee's navigable rivers and their

tributaries; and Sportsmen's Wildlife Foundation, which, along with its Youth Sportsmen's

Camp, teaches the traditions, skills, and safety measures of hunting while reinforcing the critical

ecological balance between man, beast, and land; and

WHEREAS, sensing a need to coalesce the vast amounts of wildlife and environmental

information and legislation in existence throughout the country, H.E. Bittle founded and chaired

the National Association of Sportsmen Legislators; and

WHEREAS, H.E. Bittle exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to community and good

government that are characteristic of a true Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, he is perhaps most thankful for the love and support of his wife, Barbara,

his children, Kimberly Dawn Overbey and H.E. "Rusty" Bittle, and his grandchild, Daniel Bittle

Overbey; and

WHEREAS, throughout his estimable legislative career, Representative Bittle has

demonstrated the utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect
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and admiration of his constituents, his colleagues in the House of Representatives, and the

members of the Senate; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we bid a fond farewell to our friend and colleague, Representative H.E.

Bittle and extend to him our heartfelt wishes for a fulfilling retirement and every future

happiness.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be

prepared for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


